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In the 1970s the newspaper industry was one of the
first to supply its employees with computers.
Complaints of visual problems and headaches, as
well as clusters of miscarriages and birth defects in
children born to female editors and other
newspaper employees, generated some publicity.
In the United States, then-Representative Al Gore
held Congressional hearings in 1981 on the health
effects of computer screens. In Sweden, a union

activist brought the problem to the attention of Dr. Olle Johansson, a
neuroscientist at the world-renowned Karolinska Institute. Johansson was
the head of the Experimental Dermatology Unit at the Institute.

“For me,” said Johansson, “it was immediately clear that persons claiming
skin reactions after having been exposed to computer screens very well
could be reacting in a highly specific way and with a completely correct
avoidance reaction, especially if the provocative agent was radiation
and/or chemical emissions — just as you would do if you had been
exposed to e.g. sun rays, X-rays, radioactivity or chemical odours.”

Johansson began to study the skin of these patients, and proved that they
had a real skin condition that was provoked by sitting in front of a
computer screen. The damage was similar to that caused by ultraviolet
radiation from the sun. He also showed that the radiation from computers
causes measurable changes even in the skin of “normal” people,” and also
in the skin of laboratory animals.

He named the new disease “screen dermatitis.” However, since such
individuals also usually complained of other symptoms, such as chest
pain, memory loss, fatigue, insomnia, dizziness, nausea, and headache, the
more general term “electromagnetic hypersensitivity” came into use.

Many people who worked in the electronics industry in Sweden, including
an estimated 12% of the electrical engineers in that industry, became
electrically sensitive, and helped form an organization called Föreningen
för el-och bildskärmsskadade (Association for the Electrosensitive), or FEB.
Due in part to the work of FEB and the research of Dr. Johansson,
electrosensitivity is a fully recognized disability in Sweden.

More recently, Johansson and his colleagues
have conducted important epidemiological
studies showing that wireless communication
networks are causing significant illness
throughout society. They have also shown that
increased rates of asthma as well as certain
types of cancer were strongly correlated with
exposure to radio broadcasting during the
twentieth century.

“The world may be moving inexorably,” Johansson warns, “toward one of
those tragic moments that will lead historians to ask: Why did they not act
in time?”

ARTICLES BY OLLE JOHANSSON

“MYSTERY IN THE SKIN. Screen dermatitis, the effect of computer work on
human skin.” An interview with Olle Johansson, 2001
https://www.salzburg.gv.at/gesundheit_/Documents/feb_mystery_in_the_s
kin.pdfhttp://www.feb.se/ARTICLES/OlleJ.html

COMMENTARY: MOBILE PHONES -WILL THE GOLDEN GOOSE BECOME
THE MAD COW? 2001
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20040915211113/http://pandora.nla.go
v.au/pan/13878/20021116-0000/www.acnem.org/journal/pdf_files/20-
2_commentary-mobile_phones.pdf

CUTANEOUS MAST CELLS ARE ALTERED IN NORMAL HEALTHY
VOLUNTEERS SITTING IN FRONT OF ORDINARY TVS/PCS – RESULTS
FROM OPEN-FIELD PROVOCATION EXPERIMENTS, 2001
/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/johansson_tv_healthy_volunteers.pdf

“Strålningen från mobiltelefonen skadar kroppens all organ” 2001
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/EoajrA/stralningen-fran-
mobiltetlefonen-skadar-kroppens-alla-organ

CANCER TRENDS DURING THE 20TH CENTURY
Örjan Hallberg and Olle Johansson, 2002
https://iddd.de/umtsno/cancertrends.pdf

MELANOMA INCIDENCE AND FREQUENCY MODULATION (FM)
BROADCASTING, 2002
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12071358/

1997 – A CURIOUS YEAR IN SWEDEN
https://cellphonetaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/1997-A-
curious-year-in-Sweden.pdf

DOES GSM 1800 AFFECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH IN SWEDEN?
2004https://www.iddd.de/umtsno/KosPaper.pdf

MALIGNANT MELANOMA OF THE SKIN – NOT A SUNSHINE STORY!
https://avaate.org/IMG/pdf/melanoma_fm.pdf

LONG-TERM SICKNESS AND MOBILE PHONE USE
Örjan Hallberg and Olle Johansson, 2004
https://www.iddd.de/umtsno/lthhallberg.pdf

FM BROADCASTING EXPOSURE TIME AND MALIGNANT MELANOMA
INCIDENCE, 2005
https://avaate.org/IMG/pdf/melanoma_electromagneticbiologyandmedici
ne_2005.pdf

THE EFFECT OF EXTREMELY LOW-FREQUENCY ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS
ON SKIN AND THYROID AMINE- AND PEPTIDE-CONTAINING CELLS IN
RATS: An immunohistochemical and morphometrical study, 2005
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S001393510500022
8

HISTOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CUTANEOUS AND THYROID MAST
CELL POPULATIONS IN MALE RATS EXPOSED TO POWER-FREQUENCY
ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS, 2005
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09553000500303518

Alzheimer mortality – Why does it increase so fast in sparsely populated
areas? 2005

LIGHT AND ELECTRON MICROSCOPIC STUDY OF THE THYROID GLAND IN
RATS EXPOSED TO POWER-FREQUENCY ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS, 2006
https://journals.biologists.com/jeb/article-
pdf/209/17/3322/1256882/3322.pdf

HOW SHALL WE COPE WITH THE INCREASING AMOUNTS OF AIRBORNE
RADIATION? 2006
https://www.avaate.org/IMG/pdf/airborn_radiation_olle_johansson_1_.pdf

ELECTROHYPERSENSITIVITY: STATE-OF-THE-ART OF A FUNCTIONAL
IMPAIRMENT
Olle Johansson, 2006
/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/electrohypersensitivity_johansson.pdf

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: WILL WE ALL BECOME ELECTROSENSITIVE?
Örjan Hallberg and Olle Johansson, 2006
https://www.criirem.org/wp-
content/uploads/2006/03/ehs2006_hallbergoberfeld.pdf

DISTURBANCE OF THE IMMUNE SYSTEM BY ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS –
A potentially underlying cause for cellular damage and tissue repair
reduction which could lead to disease and impairment, 2009
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19398310/

APPARENT DECREASES IN SWEDISH PUBLIC HEALTH INDICATORS AFTER
1997 – ARE THEY DUE TO IMPROVED DIAGNOSTICS OR TO
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS? 2009
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S092846800900002
9

SLEEP ON THE RIGHT SIDE – GET CANCER ON THE LEFT, 2009
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S092846800900088
1

Ants can be used as bio-indicators to reveal biological effects of
electromagnetic waves from some wireless apparatus, 2014
https://www.stopumts.nl/pdf/cammaertsjohansson2013.pdf

DOES ENHANCED ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION DISTURB HONEYBEES’
BEHAVIOUR? Observations during New Year’s Eve 2019 (2020)
https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/journals/index.php/granthaalay
ah/article/view/IJRG20_B11_3868/2236

THE STOCKHOLM DECLARATION ABOUT “LIFE EMC”
/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Bee-Culture-Magazine-2022.pdf
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